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Ribbon Termination Kits

Figure 1

1. General
This instruction describes installation of the Ribbon Termination Kits manufactured by Corning 
Optical Communications. 

2. Kit Contents
Ribbon Termination Kits may contain some or all of the following materials, based upon the 
application in which the kit will be used.
• Branching Adapters, Self-sticking — 

used with heat-shrink tubing to facilitate installation of braided tubing.
• 3/8-in Diameter Braided Tubing — 

provides protection of ribbons from the point where they exit the cable to the point where they 
enter the fiber optic termination housing. It is used to transport up to nine 24-fiber ribbons. 
Braided tubing is secured with heat-shrink tubing.

• 1/4-in Diameter Braided Tubing — 
used to transport 12-fiber ribbons, or 24-fiber ribbons that have been split into two 12-ribbon 
units. Up to six 12-fiber ribbons can be transported in one 1/4-in braided tubing.

• 3/4-in Diameter Heat-shrink Tubing — 
used to secure branching adapters to the input and output braided tubes used to route ribbons.

• 1-in Diameter Heat-shrink Tubing — 
used to secure individual braided tubes as the ribbons exit the buffer tube of the cable.

Use the materials in the dimensions required for your application as listed in Table 1.

FMS KIT HDF KIT
CMH KIT  

(FDC, lDC, 
lHS, ACH)

Branching adapters 8 each 3 each 4 each
Braid 3/8-in diameter 5 ft 1.2 ft 14 ft
Braid 1/4-in diameter 190 ft 70 ft n/a

Heat-shrink tubing , 3/4-in diameter 10 x 3.5-in pieces 3 x 3.5-in pieces 5 x 3.5-in pieces
Heat-shrink tubing, 1-in diameter 3.5 in 3.5 in 3.5 in

Table 1: Kit Contents and Material Dimensions
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3. Cable End Preparation
Refer to the installation procedure for the termination hardware to determine the length of 
ribbons required.

Step 1: Access the ribbons at the point where the cable sheath is to be terminated, referring 
to the installation procedure for the cable being used.

Step 2: Cut the cable sheath to expose the buffer tube (and remove armor, if present).
Step 3: Cut buffer tube so that 2.54 cm (1 in) extends beyond the end of the cable sheath.
Step 4: Use an approved cleaning compound to wipe the gel from the ribbons until they are 

thoroughly dry.
Step 5: Clean and dry the outer surface of the buffer tube.

4. Ribbon Branching
4.1 Prepare Ribbon

Determine which ribbons will be terminated in which connector housing or panel. When 
preparing a 432-fiber cable of 24-fiber ribbons, divide the ribbons according to the routing. 
Route each group of ribbons in a separate braided tube. The length of each braided tube 
depends upon the hardware being used.

4.2 Install Heat-shrink Tubing

Slip a piece of 1-in heat-shrink tube over 
the cable. Move it out of the way.

4.3 Install Braid and Secure Heat-
Shrink Tubing
Step 1: Determine the appropriate 

lengths and diameters of 
braided tubing required for the 
hardware you are using.

Step 2: Slide the braided tubing over 
each group of ribbons. (The 
number of ribbons in each 
group will depend upon the 
specified hardware.)

Step 3: Push braided tubing 
approximately 1/2-in inside the 
buffer tube.

Step 4: Slide the 1-in heat-shrink tubing over the buffer tube where the braided tubing 
protrudes. Half the length of heat-shrink tubing should cover the braided tubing.

Step 5: Heat it with a heat gun, working from the middle to the ends, and heating all sides of 
the heat-shrink tubing.

CAUTION: Avoid holding the heat gun in one position for very long, as the ribbons may 
become overheated.

Step 6: Apply heat until the tubing has shrunk completely, and the hot-melt adhesive begins 
to appear at the ends.

1-in heat-
shrink tubing Braided 

tubing
2.54 cm

(1 in)

Begin heating in the center; work to ends.

Figure 2 
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4.4 Branch Ribbons into Smaller Groups

Step 1: Slip a piece of 3/4-in heat-
shrink tubing over the ribbons.

Step 2: Move it temporarily out of the 
way above the point where 
the ribbons will be divided 
(Figure 3).

Step 3: Separate the ribbons and slide 
an appropriate length and 
diameter of braided tubing 
over each smaller group of 
ribbons.

Step 4: Align the branching adapter 
so the ribbons lie edgewise as 
they fan out (Figure 3).

Step 5: Remove the release liner 
from the branching adapter to 
expose the adhesive.

Step 6: Secure the braided tubing to 
the branching adapter until all 
are held in place (Figure 3).

Step 7: Move the 3/4-in heat-shrink 
tubing down and center it 
over the point where the 
ribbons have been separated 
(Figure 4). 
 
 
 
 

Step 8: Apply heat until the tubing 
reaches its final shape 
(Figure 5). 
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